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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1, 5-9, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Green (WO 98/10571). 

As to claim 1 , Figure 1 in Green shows a communication device (2) comprising at least a 
housing (2) which comprises at least a first part (5) and a second part (3), and means for 
providing user interface functions (UI1), comprising at least a first keypad (3) and a display (5), 
characterized in that the user interface (UI1) is arranged to be replaceable by placing a 
replacement cover (1) in a detachable manner in connection with the housing (2), substantially 
parallel to the second part (3), onto or in place of the second part (3), and that said replacement 
cover (1) comprises at least means (6, 8) for providing key functions ("referring to both figures, a 
keypad adaptor 1 is mounted on a mobile telephone 2. The mobile telephone 2 has a keypad 3 
comprising keys 4, and a display screen 5. Adaptor 1 has a keypad plate 6 which is mounted on 
the telephone 2 by a U-shaped mounting bracket 7 shown by dashed lines in Fig. 2 in order that 
the other features of the adaptor 1 may be clearly seen. Adaptor 1 includes six buttons 8 mounted 
on plate 6 above selected ones of the keys 4 of the telephone 2, the keys 4 being chosen so as to 
allow a user to call telephone numbers stored in a memory of the telephone 2" (page 7, lines 16- 
28)). 

As to claim 5, Figures 1 and 2 in Green show the communication device (2) according to 
claim 1, characterized in that the second part (3) comprises a first keypad (3), that the means (6) 
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of the replacement cover (1) for providing key functions comprise a second keypad (6), that the 
replacement cover (1) is arranged to be fixed onto the second part (3), and that the keys (8) of 
said second keypad (6) are placed in such a way that when the replacement cover (1) is fixed 
onto the second part (3), at least some of the keys (8) of the second keypad (6) are at the location 
of at least one key (4) of the first keypad (3), wherein the user interface (UI1) primarily consists 
of the display (5) and the second keypad (6) (see page 7, lines 16-28). 

As to claim 6, the Green reference discloses the communication device (2) according to 
claim 1, characterized in that the communication device (2) comprises means (9, 10) for 
activating the keys (8) of the second keypad (6) to function non-simultaneously with the keys (4) 
of the first keypad (3) (see page 7, line 29 to page 8, line 7). 

As to claim 7, the Green reference discloses the communication device according to 
claim 1, characterized in that it is a wireless communication device ("the present invention 
relates to a telephone accessory and equipment, and in particular to a telephone accessory and 
equipment for assisting physically impaired persons to use conventional and/or mobile 
telephones" (page 1, lines 3-7)). 

As to claim 8, the Green reference discloses the communication device (2) according to 
claim 1, characterized in that the means (9, 10) for providing key functions of the replacement 
cover (1) comprise a one touchable area (12) for a key function which touchable area is larger 
than the touchable area of the keys of the keypad (3) onto which the replacement cover (1) is 
placed ("the contact surfaces 12 of each button are larger and their centers more spaced apart 
than those of the keys 4 of the telephone, and thus enable a user to more easily make a telephone 
call without for example pressing a wrong key or two keys together" (page 8, lines 17-21)). 
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As to claim 9, the Green reference discloses a method for changing the user interface 
(UI1) in a communication device (2) comprising at least a housing (2) which comprises at least a 
first part (5) and a second part (3), and means for providing user interface functions (Ul 1), 
comprising at least a first keypad (3) and a display (5), characterized in that in the method, the 
user interface (UI1) is changed by placing a replacement cover (1) in a detachable manner in 
connection with the housing (2), substantially parallel to the second part (3), onto or in place of 
the second part (3), and that said replacement cover (1) is equipped with at least means (6, 8) for 
providing key functions ("referring to both figures, a keypad adaptor 1 is mounted on a mobile 
telephone 2. The mobile telephone 2 has a keypad 3 comprising keys 4, and a display screen 5. 
Adaptor 1 has a keypad plate 6 which is mounted on the telephone 2 by a U-shaped mounting 
bracket 7 shown by dashed lines in Fig. 2 in order that the other features of the adaptor 1 may be 
clearly seen. Adaptor 1 includes six buttons 8 mounted on plate 6 above selected ones of the keys 
4 of the telephone 2, the keys 4 being chosen so as to allow a user to call telephone numbers 
stored in a memory of the telephone 2" (page 7, lines 16-28)). 

As to claim 1 1, the Green reference discloses the method according to claim 1 1, 
characterized in that the keypad (6) is placed in the replacement cover (1) which is formed of a 
cover part (9) and a functional cover (6), and which replacement cover (1) is equipped with key 
elements (10) for detecting the stroke of keys (8) of said keypad (6), and information about the 
keystrokes is transferred from the replacement cover (1) to the communication device (2) (see 
page 7, line 20 to page 8, line 7, and Figures 1 and 2). 

As to claim 12, the Green reference discloses the method according to claim 9, 
characterized in that the replacement cover (1) is provided with a second keypad (6) in such a 
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way that when the replacement cover (1) is fixed onto the second part (3) of the housing (2), at 
least some of the keys (8) of the second keypad (6) are located by at least one key (4) of the first 
keypad (3) (see page 7, lines 16-28, and Figures 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 2-4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO 
98/10571 to Green in view of Fuhrmann et al. (WO 97/32423). 

As to claim 2, the Green reference discloses the communication device (2) according to 
claim 1, characterized in that and that at least part of the first keypad (3) is provided in said 
replacement cover (1) (see page 7, lines 16-28). However, it does not disclose the second part is 
arranged to be detached before fixing the replacement cover onto the first part. The Fuhrmann 
reference teaches the second part is arranged to be detached before fixing the replacement cover 
onto the first part ("the invention relates to an electronic device having a housing (1) which has a 
housing wall (5) ("first part") with openings (7) for control elements (8) and/or display elements 
(9, 10). Attachment means (1 1) for detachably connecting to the housing (1) an external wall 
element (14) ("second part") which at least partially covers the housing wall (5) being present on 
the housing (1), the external wall element (14) having openings (7') which are aligned with the 
openings (7) in the housing wall (5). As a result, by using different external wall elements (14) 
the external appearance of the electronic device can be easily modified" (Abstract). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the communication device of Green characterized in that the 
second part is arranged to be detached before fixing the replacement cover onto the first part, as 
taught by Fuhrmann, in order to easily modify the external appearance of the communication 
device. 

As to claim 3, the Green reference discloses the communication device according to 
claim 1 . However, it does not disclose the replacement cover further comprises a display. The 
Fuhrmann reference teaches the replacement cover further comprises a display ("openings which 
are present in the external wall element 14 for the display device 9 and the loudspeaker 
device/microphone device 10 can be covered, for example by means of a transparent element 15 
or a grille 16" (page 6, lines 7-9). See also Figures 1 and 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the communication device of Green characterized in that the 
replacement cover further comprises a display, as taught by Fuhrmann, in order to easily modify 
the external appearance of the communication device. 

As to claim 4, Green-Fuhrman discloses the communication device according to claim 2. 
The Green reference further discloses the replacement cover (1) comprises at least a cover part 
(9) and a functional cover (6), that the means (6) for providing the key functions comprise key 
elements (8) for detecting a pressing of the keys of the keypad (6), and that the replacement 
cover (1) further comprises means (10) for transferring information about the keystrokes to the 
communication device (2) (see page 7, line 20 to page 8, line 7). 
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As to claim 10, the Green reference discloses the method according to claim 9. However, 
it does not disclose the second part is detached before fixing the replacement cover onto the first 
part. The Fuhrmann reference teaches the second part is detached before fixing the replacement 
cover onto the first part ("the invention relates to an electronic device having a housing (1) which 
has a housing wall (5) ("first part") with openings (7) for control elements (8) and/or display 
elements (9, 10). Attachment means (1 1) for detachably connecting to the housing (1) an external 
wall element (14) ("second part") which at least partially covers the housing wall (5) being 
present on the housing (1), the external wall element (14) having openings (7') which are aligned 
with the openings (7) in the housing wall (5). As a result, by using different external wall 
elements (14) the external appearance of the electronic device can be easily modified" 
(Abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Green characterized in that the second part is 
detached before fixing the replacement cover onto the first part, as taught by Fuhrmann, in order 
to easily modify the external appearance of the communication device. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicants arguments filed on July 2, 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Green fails to disclose or suggest that the user interface is arranged 
to be replaceable by placing a replacement cover in a detachable manner in connection with the 
housing as recited by claim 1. Applicant also argues that Green fails to disclose or suggest that 
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the user interface is changed by placing a replacement cover in a detachable manner in 
connection with the housing as recited by claim 9. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Green clearly shows a user interface (the components 
of the keypad adaptor 1 that interface with the mobile phone) that is arranged to be replaceable 
by placing a replacement cover (the body of the keypad adaptor) in a detachable manner in 
connection with the housing of the mobile phone. See Figs. 1 and 2. Likewise, the user interface 
in Green is changed by placing the replacement cover in the detachable manner in connection 
with the housing of the mobile phone. Therefore, all of the limitations of claims 1 and 9 are met 
by Green. 

Applicant further states that Green has no references to a display and that the position of 
the display remains the same all the time. Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's 
assertion that Green has no references to a display, since Green clearly shows a display 5 in Fig. 
1 . As for Applicant's assertion that the position of the display in Green remains the same all the 
time, Examiner agrees. However, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 
changing the position of the display when the user interface is replaced) are not recited in the 
rejected claims. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Tn response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the Green and 
Fuhrmann references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where 
there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references 
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themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/« re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 
USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, both references deal in the art of mobile phone 
housings and replaceable upper portions of those housings. One skilled in the art would have 
looked to modify the invention of Green by using the teachings of Fuhrmann to include a display 
cutout section on the replaceable cover, thereby improving the appearance of the cover. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Bhattacharya whose telephone number is (703) 605-1 171. 
The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., first Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester G. Kincaid can be reached on (703) 305-3016. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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